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Chapter 5
The Stuarts

Growing Protest (I), 1603-1625 James I
The union of Scotland and England through the figure of King James I was not as effective as he wanted. Parliaments, administrations and the courts of both countries continued to work separately. Differences in culture and religion were handicaps for the union of both countries.

James I faced serious difficulties when he took the throne of England in 1603. The Tudor dynasty had created an autocracy of Church and state but without the financial means to support it. James wanted to be economically independent from Church and the only way was to increase taxes. Nobility and Higher classes completely rejected James I’s revenue policy. Besides, Nobility seemed to mistrust James government. To avoid a ruinous economic situation James imposed restriction sin the economic activities, and fostered the Catholicism at home. The ruling classes revolted against the king (Charles I) in 1640. The following year, Parliament passed an act by which the sovereignty of the country resides in the king and in the Parliament. The king cannot rule on his own; he has to consult Parliament.
A revolution came from Scotland, which was smaller and poorer and distant from the king in London. 

Religion continues to be one of the major problems for James I. He adopted Anglicanism and condemned the Puritans. They could adopt James’s religion, protest or leave the country. Some of them changed his religious creed; some protested in Parliament and some other exiled and travelled to the colonies. One of the most important Puritan exoduses took place in 1620, the voyage of the Mayflower. 

In 1611, a new translation of the Bible was completed. It is known as the King James’s Bible, and it helped to establish the Anglican creed. 

Catholics hoped for favours from James I (his mother, Mary Queen of the Scots had been a Catholic claimant to the English throne). Disappointed with the new King, a group of extremist Catholics wanted to get rid of King James. They placed gunpowder in the cellars of Parliament to blow up King James and the Parliament, on November 1605. One conspirator, Guy Fawkes, was discovered. He was executed among other conspirators. This event is known as the Gunpowder Plot. 
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Whether Puritans or not, members of the Parliament were discontent with James I’s policies of increasing revenues. The sales of titles and monopolies and the manipulation of feudal rights caused irritation. In 1605 it was made the most controversial court decision: the judges (appointed by James I) declared that the king could fix taxes as he thought them fit. Merchants and gentlemen complained at this decision. 
Parliament and James I diverged in foreign policy. Peace was made with Spain, but it was unpopular. Parliament, particularly the Puritan section, urged the intervention to fight Catholicism and support Protestantism. In 1621, Parliament defied James in foreign affairs, an area which was restricted to royal decision. James firstly rejected the Parliament opinion, but in 1624, James declared war against Spain. France allied Spain in 1626 and England declared war also on France. The English navy did it badly. James I died in 1625 and his successor, his son Charles I, inherited the Parliament’s wrath at English military failures. 
Parliament mistrusted the royal adviser of James I, and then of Charles I, the duke of Buckingham. He was accused of the misdeeds in foreign policy and the failures in national affairs. When he was murdered in 1627, Parliament and London rejoiced.   

Growing Protest (II), 1625-1640 Charles I

When Charles I succeeded his father in 1625, he faced a strong opposition in Parliament. Royal revenues from tunnage
 and poundage
 were eliminated. Charles dissolved Parliament in anger. A second Parliament was constituted but also quickly dissolved. 

Charles hoped that a third Parliament would be more cooperative, but, in fact, it made the strongest opposition. Parliament passed the Petition of Right in 1628 which stated three main points:

· Any taxation had to be approved by the Parliament. 
·  Imprisonment without a proper trial was illegal. 
· Military law should not be applied to civilians. 

But Charles went on collecting money from tonnage. Parliament revolted. Charles arrested the leaders of the revolt and dissolved the Parliament. From 1629 to 1640, Charles ruled without Parliament; this period is known as the “Personal Rule” or “Eleven Years Tyranny”. 

Charles’s archbishop of Canterbury directed a campaign to make the Puritans conform to Anglicanism. Charles was a fervent believer in Anglicanism and he combined it with Protestant theology and Catholic tradition and ceremony. The royal court was suspicious of practising Catholicism. In fact, Charles’s wife, Henrietta Maria, de daughter of King Henry IV of France, was Catholic and she was allowed to practise the Catholic religion.  

In 1637, Charles imposed a new liturgy in the Scottish kirk
. Charles wanted to change the Calvinist Scottish church into a more Anglican Church. Because of this new liturgy, Scotland raised against Charles. The Scottish army expelled Charles’s forces from Scotland. Charles asked for money to support the war, but it was denied. In 1640, he called a Short Parliament to ask for money, but the conditions proposed by Parliament for lending money were unacceptable for Charles. Scotland invaded Newcastle and at the end of 1640 he was forced to call the Long Parliament. This is one of the most famous Parliaments in English history mainly because it underwent sweeping
 reforms of Church and state. The Scottish leaders were in touch with the members of the English Parliament. They worked together to obliged Charles to submit. 
War and Republic, 1640-1660. 

Charles was obliged to summon regular Parliaments by the Triennial Act. The Long Parliament could only de adjourned
, prorogued or dissolved with its own consent. Charles I cannot summon or close any parliament. He was powerless to prevent the Commons to dismantling royal authority. Non-parliamentary taxes were declared illegal. Leading Puritans who had been imprisoned during the “Personal Rule” were liberated and compensated. 

This was welcomed by a sector of Parliament; nevertheless support for the king increased. When Parliament indicted
 the monarchy and proposed reform for the Church half of the Members of Parliament backed Charles. The situation aggravated: Parliament wanted to take the custody of the royal family and Charles wanted to arrest the leaders of Parliament. Finally, in 1642, the Civil War began. 

The country was completely divided into:

· The Royalists: the poorer north, the west and Wales. Part of the aristocracy sided with the king and others sided with the Parliamentarian party. Country gentlemen linked with the Anglican Church also defended Charles. Catholics, who did not expect anything from Puritans, also allied the king. 
· The Parliament side: the economically advanced south and east, and the commercial cities aligned with the Parliament. The Parliamentary army was commanded by great nobles. Puritans and those who did not forget the king’s methods of government, fought for Parliament. Merchants who had been restricted by Stuart economic measures defended the Parliamentary force. 
Many people remained neutral, and life in the country went on relatively smoothly, despite the war. 

Although the war was fought because of the interests of the landowners who paid taxes and had the vote, the struggle involved ordinary people working in the countryside and in towns.
In the Parliamentary armies, ideas grew about the nature of government and society. The removal of bishops and the lifting of censorship give an opportunity for the circulation of ideas that would have been forbidden before.  Levellers wanted the franchise
 extended to small property. And Diggers advocated rural communism and the common ownership of lands. One of the best ways to expand these ideas was the use of pamphlets.

Initially the king had an advantage: he commanded one sole army who fight for clear ideas. On the other side, Parliament was a mixing of interests and it did not know how to fight the war. Nevertheless, parliament controlled the money, the production and trade. In 1643, Parliament allied with the Scots. In exchange, England would adopt the Scottish form of worship. Scottish and Parliamentary forces defeated the Royalist at Marston Moor in 1644. And in 1645, the king’s troops were finally beaten at Naseby by an English army.
The Scottish troops took Charles as prisoner and handed him over to the English Parliament. A division grew up in the Parliamentary side. The army, who felt that it had won the war, believed that it has something to say in the political affairs during the peacetime. Meanwhile, Members of Parliament were afraid of the army forces and the intentions of some generals.

Oliver Cromwell was the leader of the army. He was an expert in military issues, but not so determined in political matters. He was a Puritan critic of Charles Stuart, but he had not a clear idea of how he wanted the country to be ruled.  

Cromwell had to secure the Parliamentary victory in Scotland and Ireland. He brutally dominated and subdued Ireland in 1649. The Scots sheltered Charles after he escaped from prison in 1648. The Scottish army was decisively defeated by Cromwell, and he captured Charles I who was brought to trial in England. Cromwell was determined that Charles should die. In 1649 Charles I was executed after a formal trial in which he was found guilty of crimes against his people. The Commonwealth or The Puritan Republic (1649-1660) was the form of government instituted after Charles I death. Oliver Cromwell was became the Lord Protector of the only Republic in English history. 
Cromwell demonstrated that he was able to maintain order. Two Royalists uprisings were easily controlled. Scotland raised an army in favour of Prince Charles (II), but the English troops easily defeated them in 1650 and 1651. Scotland was controlled by an English army large enough even to control the highlands.
When Oliver Cromwell died in 1658, the republic also died. His son, Robert Cromwell, resigned
 the title that he had inherited from his father. General Monk assumed the control of the country. The surviving members of the Long Parliament asked Charles II to return as king. 
The Republic saw the triumph of Puritanism. Bishops were abolished and Church services were made simpler. Dancing was detested and theatres were closed. Education was principal for the Puritans. In 1616 and 1635, two Acts of Parliament in Scotland forced the landlords to create and maintain a school in every parish.

Restoration 1660-1685

The old order was restored, significantly by Parliament. The new form of government was based in the cooperation of Parliament and the king. The House of Lords and bishoprics which had been abolished by the Republic were also restored. Puritans were expelled from public life by a series of laws passed in 1661 and 1665, and central government was in the hands of Royalists landowners and merchants. Puritans who did not agree the forms of Anglican Church were called Dissenters or Non-conformists. Many Puritans went to prison. However, only eleven men were executed: those who signed Charles I’s death warrant. Cromwell’s body was disinterred and displayed publicly in London.
Landownership was one of the most difficult and most important problems to solve. Many royalists had sold their properties between 1642 and 1660 and now they wanted it back. The new owners were reluctant to return it back. The solution was to give back the lands which were confiscated by Parliament; but the lands which were sold voluntarily would remain with the new owners. Many Royalists families were impoverished.    

Charles was a Catholic but he kept it in secret until his death. He admired the authoritative and absolutist power of the French monarch Louis XIV and he disliked the independence of Parliament. Charles II signed in secret the Treaty of Dover by which Charles declared publicly the adherence to Catholicism and Louis XIV promised Charles to help in the re-conversion of England with money and soldiers. They also agreed the attack on Holland in 1673. In this same year, Charles issued the Declaration of Indulgence by which he granted permission to Dissenters and Catholics to occupy public offices. 
Parliament was angry because Catholics were favoured and because Charles ignored the Parliamentary Acts by the Declaration. In response, Parliament passed the Test Act by which all office holders to adopt the rites of the Church of England. Anglicanism was reaffirmed by this act. Many Catholics had to resign to Anglicanism, as the king’s brother’s James.
The Dutch war ended in 1674, but Charles II still received economical support from Louis XIV. Money from France allowed Charles to defeat a party which opposed to the succession of James, Charles’s Catholic brother; and wanted the succession of Charles’s natural son, the Protestant Duke of Monmouth. Two groups emerged as a result of this conflict:

· The Petitioners (Whigs): that petitioned the king not to dissolve or prorogue Parliament. 

· The Abhorrers (Tories): that expressed abhorrence for Petitioners.

Charles called a last Parliament in 1681. From 1861 to his death in 1685, Charles ruled without Parliament, defying the Triennial Act of 1660 that obliged the king to summon Parliaments regularly. Charles then began a period of terror directed to Whigs and Dissenters. Royalist Tories were in charge of local governments, and the members of Parliament were akin to the king’s ideals. The triumph of Charles and Tory landowners ensured the succession of James II to the throne in 1865. 

Economy 1660-1700

In general terms, this was a period of economical revolution. The Navigation Act (1660) put all English and colonies’ trade under the hands of English merchants. England controlled the sea trade in North America, Jamaica, India, and West African coasts (slave trade). The increasing trade activity also stimulated the industry of shipbuilding. The colonies provided England industries an exclusive market. Colonial trade was the impulse of English industry which would become the basis for the Industrial Revolution of the next century. 

Settlement and Union 1685-1714

James II took the throne of England in 1685. He inherited a great fortune from his brother. But incredibly James II spent much of this fortune. 

In 1685, a rebellion led by the Duke of Monmouth was easily suppressed by the royalist army. This victory helped to strengthen the power of the king. 
James was a Catholic and he ordered the suspension of the laws against Catholics and Dissenters by two Indulgence laws in 1868 and 1867. Anglican leaders were disgusted with the religious option of James II; they believed that the King wanted to benefit Catholics. The prosecution of Protestants in France, which was proclaimed by the Edict of Nantes in 1685, confirmed fears among the English Protestants. European Catholicism is considered to be a menace for English Protestantism. 
James‘s second wife, the catholic Mary of Modena, give birth to a son. Protestants did not see the end of a Catholic monarchy with the birth of the new heir. The only solution was to replace James by Mary, who was his daughter by his marriage with Anne Hyde. Mary was Protestant and she married William III of Orange, Stadtholder of Holland and champion of Protestantism in Europe. 
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On 1 November 1688, William landed in England with a small army. James panicked and fled abroad. He made attempts to take the throne back, but they were unfruitful. The events of 1688 and 1689 are known as the “Glorious Revolution”. Mary II and William III ruled jointly. The hereditary principle had been put aside for the sake of political expediency
.     
A Declaration of Rights was passed by Parliament and by Mary II and William III. It declared illegal:

· Taxation without the Parliamentary consultation. 
· The maintenance of an army in periods of peacetime (which had been reintroduced by James II). 

New measures were enacted:

· “Cruel and unusual punishments” were forbidden.

· Dissenters were allowed to worship freely. Although still the Test Act of 1673 prevented them to take official holds.  

A Triennial Act in 1694 provided the meeting of Parliament every three years and also that no Parliament should last moiré than three years. Monarchy had also power, though it was restricted by Parliament.  

	Kings of England

	1603-1625
	James I
	Stuart

	1625-1649
	Charles I
	

	1649-1660
	Puritan Republic

Oliver Cromwell (1649-1658)

Robert Cromwell (1658-1660)
	

	1660-1685
	Charles II
	Stuart

	1685-1688
	James II
	

	1688-1694
	Mary II and William III
	

	1694-1702
	William III
	


	Chronology

	1603
	James I becomes King of England. 

	1605
	Gunpowder Plot.

	1611
	King James’s Bible.

	1620
	Voyage of the Mayflower. 

	1624
	War with Spain. 

	1625
	James I dies. 

Charles I becomes king of England.  

	1626
	France allied Spain. England declared war against France. 

	1627
	Duke of Buckingham murdered.  

	1628
	Petition of Right.

	1629
	Dissolution of the Third Parliament.

	1629-1640
	“Eleven Years’ Tyranny” or “Personal Rule”. 

	1640
	Ruling classes revolt.

Long Parliament summoned. 

	1642
	Civil War. 

	1644
	Scottish and Parliamentary forces defeated the Royalist at Marston Moor.

	1645
	The king’s troops were finally beaten at Naseby by an English army.

	1649
	Trial and execution of Charles I. 

	1649-1660
	The Puritan Republic. 

	1658
	Death of Oliver Cromwell.  

	1660
	Charles II restored. 

	1661
	Puritans were expelled from public life by a series of laws. 

	1665
	Puritans were expelled from public life by a series of laws. 

Great Plague.

	1666
	Great Fire in London. 

	1667
	Milton’s Paradise Lost.

	1673
	Dutch War. 
Test Act. 

	1685
	Charles II dies. James II takes the throne. 
Monmouth’s Revolt.

Edict of Nantes. 

	1686-1687
	Indulgence Laws for Catholics. 

	1688
	“The Glorious Revolution”.

Mary II and William III become rulers of England.  

	1689
	Declaration of Rights. 

	1694
	Triennial Act. 





























� Spanish tonelaje. Taxes deduced from each ton of cargo. 


� Taxes deduced from each pound of cargo. 


� Church.


� Radical, ample. 


� Suspended. 


� Accused. 


� License. 


� Spanish dimitir.


� Convenience. 
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